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Three days after ‘the February issue of "mIpon had beey mailed out the foll-
owing letter from Forrest J. (STFORRYJ Ackerman of Hollywood, arrived; wity
his reactions to the suggestec scheme to bring nim ovepr here after the war.
a5 a guest cof Anglofandom, in appreciation o his rmany services to us.

: 15  Jan 42
LVear Anglofans, .

I just've Tinisht reading the yr-end ish of Fido & wish
to corment on an item which hag affected me deerly. To think there exists a
group of persons somewhere in the werld that holds ne in such esteem ag to
wish to "import" me, so tc Spealftes.it is +o bring ke tear near to the eye.
And abecve all, that the propesition shoud 2eome from D.R.3mith, Smith, who 5
yrs age called for an cutraged fardon TC ri8e in righteous indi gnaticn and
destroy the yngvidious assault nf novacicus spelling re-forns (&, incidente
ally, their perpe-traitor)! Ineg ry remcry of the matter rnagnify the encria~-
ity of it out of proporticn? let me refer; them, to the criginal article:
NOVAE TERRAE N¢ 7, Oet 38; quote =~ Hands Off English. The latest atrocif
is beyond endurance and it is being cermited by the very people who Suppos -
2dly hold the henour of scientific fiction in higiest esteem, -- I refor to
this craze feor portmanteau wordsees 'Scientifiction' was allow ed to slip in
voeSeientifiln, scientificircle, scientificartocn - clumsy . unnecessary,
ugly tc read and hidecus tc Pronounc@ses == One cnuld not dwell on this sub-
Ject without mention nof Ackermans The apostle of a new, simpler language,he
renders English riore complex even ag he pleads the cause cof Esperanto.es.0On
hckerman, must cur attack be chiefly directed for it is he that creates the
greater proportion cf this 'Ackermanesel, s == Yes; we must declare war! ..
British fans, defend your native tongue against these transatlantic maraud-
ers; American allies, attack then at closer range. Harmmer then, tear their
tongues cutls..cthese wors are.»c:rMore repulsive than rotting fish.o.o Erase
then freom cur thoughts until dislike of them is as instinective as dislike f
insanity." And teday De Ray (I 1ike that rmusical neniker ) puts forth the .
Propesitien that U puys get up the "wind" tc blow me seoross the Big Pcnd,
onecne day when the 51 g Fuss blows ovars.. Now, it scmetimes is difficult
tc dtermine, in riting, when one has cne's tongue in cune's cheek; is intend- -
ing tc be sarcastic, €tc; 8o0; that there can be 1o nisinterpretaticn, I
wish tc-say, as openly, as directly, a= ingenuously & sincerely as I noe hov
that I agreatly, genuinely, no malice abearing, do appreciate Smith's suggeg-
tion. It's fullfillment scems rather mere than I1'd deseprve & I'm not gextaix
I cecud accept, as l.erojo will bear me out it was nect a wk ago I said, think-.
ing ahead to when 14 Weud be possitble ton come tre England, that I shcud wish

te ba "wall-heeled", vhich is ecup current slang fer having a suffifiency of

Mnoxey . L6 e dnl¢ Le

Qe Py ny way dnot impose on any of you. I meant ray ny
way ar-und cver thera, anong J; naturally I always intended tc get ny own
RAsE&ES. Lo tner 3-mehoWe Anothey thing I wish to make clear, simply bcuz
Smith'a idea has reep rut inte print, British Fandem shoud nct feel in any
sense chligzated tn act upen it if pastwar codditions shoud nct prove cone-
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ducive to such acourse. Ofcorse, as Heinlein said, "y-u and I may not 1i-
ve to gce the emd b»f it". Or maybe ycu will but I shan't...&that very eff-
featively wcud take care of that! But, granting a half dozen Big Ifs, IT
he sceing ¥ Big Stiffs yet, Ce..sAll X! Chums up! V for Valeron! Szt the
Rising Sun! &e.e..Don't Give Up the (Friend)Ship!! Forry.

WIIL..TELPIE "Dunno whether I nentiocned it befere, but I'm at Larkhill.on

SAYS Salisbury Flain, a cruple f niles from °tonchenge. Ego (A.C
Clarke) is reund absut 20 niles avay, I judge, at an RAF camp
at Yatesbury. Sut the almest impssabls Wasteland of the wast artillery
rangas liss between us, & g9c¢ far we hav'nt been able tc bridge it. -

Had a eccuple of nice lsaves with Joan and Anne at Wembley ccemparatively
recently. Eric ~ rank Pussell, Genraze Ledhurat, Arthur Williams, Joyce Fa-
irbairn & Jamnes"Rathbone came to tea, which nade it even nicer.

Anticed the publicity the 5.I1.S. rocket ship has had racently, in Cass-
andra's cclurn in the "Daily Liirror", in the London "Evening Standard"; &
tf course in "F1li #ht"? Gred nld Smithy! (R.A.Smith of the I.I.S. &#dj He's
dring this from his hospital bed, you knnw, where he's heen stuck with a
serinus illnsss. : Bill

AND JULIAN PARR wants tc apnlozise for the nen-answering cf letters sent

t¢ him fairly recently. He repcrted to the RAF at Padgats
on Wednesday February 25th. This remcval frem normal surrcundings naens
that he is nc longer able to continue locking after the English side cof
the sritish Science Fictinn “ar Relief Society. His duties have therefore
been deputed to Willian Robert Gibson, late of Edmonton, I beleive. Now
tc be reached with the following address - 13020 Gnr Gibson W.R., R.H.Z2;
11th Cdn army ¥1d Begt, R.C.a.; Canadian army, England. Bob cormemts "Its
rdd that a Canadian shruld stand between LUritain and the United States in
the matter,even for a tinme."

Scottish 5SFWRS representative Edwin liacdonald, who is also expect-
inz tc be called up for the RAF sometime scon, has a repprt to make aboutl
the werking of his side of the orzanisation. Tc date he has received 22
recent fantasy mazazines, 1 guarterly, 3 older mazs and 6 SF series bock-
lets = the eguivalent of 27 nazazines in all. These have heen distributed
to the nnly cther Scots mermber and 3 each tec twe Englishmen, Edwin having
retainsd six for hinmself, In return they have sent 4 Sritish maz, 6 six-
penny fantasies, 2 shillinz novels and thr.e bocks; naking in all the ap-
prex equivalent of 14 US nazs.

Annther Londonletterer is John Craig of 3 Sackville Gardens, Ilford,Essex
whe corments on saveral items:

Have you seen the latest isgsue of "Pice" to reach this country? Friend
Campb21]l has broken into it with a middle double pase spread called "The
Cenquest of Time" sey in a fanciful surround illustrated by Hubert Recgers
"Ar wcsy", I am secpry to say, is in decline. They have gone the current
fashion in lar=e size and started putting film stars on the ccver as well
as two lurid articles of the sansaticnal type per issue.

askin> fer the use of cur eolumns "Zeus" Craicz inforrms, "I want issues
of Astrunding for 1935. Also any numbers of Air Winder Stories. Alsc whai
I presume is quite impossible, Ncs 1&R of Amazing & 1 cf Wender. Good co-
llectors prices ziven. For dispesal I have "The Hesperides®, "Sever the
Earth" "Heusebcat ocn the Styx" J.K.vangs,"Out cf the Silent Planet" Lewis
. Amazinz Quarterly Surmer 1931 & a few others. Prices cn application."
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And now we presaent the corizinal TONLOLNIBTTER; Sidney L. Dirchby seese

Arthur Williams has pepormised to turn over his duplicator to Gsar=
iwedhurst. so prehaps scne day Geeor g (cr ry=self) wll turn out gsomething
remler for Fide, Incidentally the rachine came in the first place fron
Eric Williams and when we onaffed Art nteout it he said "Oh, Eriec wen't
mind, He's zcne abread" and calmly said that he'd beeh cverseas since
1ast June. Wnat the Hellil It's the firat any of us have hearde Why °
deesn't scmecne tell us these thinas?

o5 3t scems., and Fide's readers najy re interested, that cne of the
8Fi's feounder memhers 1s now makinzg eyes at Arab wenches, or lanzuishing
in a Japanese priscn camp in Malayi. Uoes anyosne have any news?

Talkinz of missingz people, one of the lonz=lost came to lit last
waeek. Seme of us were in 2 Londcn hookshep tulking arcut space travel &
the shopkeeper said, turning tc a customer wno came in at that mement
"Here's somecne who can tell you a1l about it, he's vice-president of
the Lritish Interplanetary Society" :

tyas." said the straner; "my name is Janser!" He wishes to be reo-
femhered to all the: old =and, especially arthur Clarke, Jil}, Lisurice &
Tod, Janser was L.I.S. librarian tco. Dur meetinz him in a hocksellers
1eads us to suspect that a heprible fate has befallen the ligrary. Can
he be livin<g cn the proceeds? Have w2 here znother Harry Kay? ywnhat ie
this lugt thatl seizes librarians? ‘ 3

It's ahout timne wa jo xzed memories and & certain ~sentleman's cons
secience. WHERT IS HARDRY KAY? Core back you abscindinz gsawhones! What
nave yeu done with the SFA library?

Fide yzaders,; have you formed cpinions about Snashurst? Have you
a mental pietare of a bockish intellec tual gitting in a study mfull of
dirty cld bocks® Do ycu see a man, quiet, thrudhtful, yet sly of humour?
Te warned then that he recently attemted to climb up the lions in Trafal.-
ar Square sfter a drunken sortie in the West End cduring the cuurse of
which he (a) displayed fiendish accuracy at pub-darts (b) had eyes made
at him by fallen wenen and (c) patronised a machine showing for a penny:
a film entitled "She ssked for It". He is reported to be sathering mat-
erial fos a bock cn SINe

Admirers of funt Joad, of the Urains Trust (He means that able &
srudite philosopher C H.il.Joad - Ed) will be alad to know that space
travel, if nol impossible; is most improbable, and even if we di met to
cther planets, we won(t live, and even if we do, there!ll be nothing
wprth annexind.

ERIK THE RED Heme on 14 days leave, Erik Needham of lianchester, now in
tne RAF, found time to drop us a few lines and let us know
that he is still alive.\When last we heard from him he was at Preston; or

near there but now he tells us that he was abks to drop in and see Nun=
saton's Denald Raymend Smith last month. We understand a full report of
the proceedinas willi Do in the next FANTAST.

Terry Overton of Cardiff, Glanm writes toc say, amonzst other things, that
he and Maurice ¥. Hanscn srranzed a meeting on Feb 28th, which was succ-
essfully carried cut; & gandly chat was had and & eombined visit paid to
a picture shov. He =180 informs that, in case .ny subscribers via AFBird
should be worryinz, he received his first two 7. ds just 33 months after

s

sendins offthe sub. Plenty of time for everyonse yet.
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The impact cf war cn American fandcnm is

Q t\,\E Q \CHN B/ S bezinning tec show «..eea ViZ cans-
out vhat will happsn to Spaceways and hther fanzines from new cn is a rod
queation. american fandem has bean affected rmuch less during this first
month than was —ritish fandonm durinz its first manth, I'm pretty sure.al
least. we have your example te follcw over here, and can be careful neoct
tr make the ristakes that “ritish fadenm nads, like the first feeling that
31l fan activities would be ended in = few weeks. You had nothing to juise
hy. The war hag caused only cne US fan to step his fan activities; that
rne is arthur Louis Joguel, whe suspeded all activity at onces ...
anyway, you've prohably heard befeore this that Lonn Brazier and Chris
sulrain hoth were drafted. That happensed before the cutbreak of this war.
Sirice Usc 7th:; Louis Kuslan has enlisted; luanly Wade Wellman voluntesred
(according to rumer; no official report yet); Lan surfecrd was drafted; &
two or three other fans appear teo be ri ht on the edge., Jce Gllbhert is
now 21 and fully =xpects in he eallad. I'm free frem the draft till Lea-
erher; after that there's no telling where I will be. Lut I8m pretty sure
I can sarry on with Spaceways at least until thens
Harry Warner Jr., Hazerstewn, lLaryland
ALERICA IS affected by the war< .. Sacrifices LUST be made, even in SF.
THERE will be W0 paper shrortazes, and SF will continue here in the USA.
I have listened and asked arcund, and an ASSUREL of this fact. bLUT, take
it from me, YOU LUST expect an INCREASE in the PRICE of S-F publicaticns,
as cne whe knows =-- its official. Reasdn, Naisinzg of the ecst cf livingzg
means an all=round hi her cost. John iw. Cunnindham, dSeaurcnt, Texas.
Wnilst from the FsNTASITE, cr an cf the linneapclis Fantasy Scci-
ety, we cull the following paradraph. z
The LFS h as loat one of ite staunchest members, Louaz Blakely. Uncle San
haa zpabhad hin upe The LFS ie fearful, al<o, cf lcsingz ancther of its
prominent members =- John Chapmans Cyril Eazzum, charter merber is song-
where with the army, and liorrie DLeollens isn{t guite certain whether hae'll
he taken or not. Looks pretty had for the zced ol! LiFS, all ridnt!

00K REVIEY/ Bert Lewis./

I'm afraid this review is =ning teo be limited tc one book, sorry but
ihat's how it is fans!}

You'll prchably rerember the review of J.l.seresfords Bock "Wnat Mp=
eane may com2" in which he sketched oui a plcture of a Gentle UtepialWell
he has wven us ancther beook in which it comes toc he. His new bock ie not
.0lassed ms & merial really. tho' some may emen 30 so far. The hook is ca=-
1led YA Cormon Bnermy" {(Hutchinson 8/6) The war is raging at its worstvhen
the Celestizl bodies take a hand in the business. Then ccme fricghiful st -
orrms followed by earthquakes of unprecedented vioclence. All thou *ht of war
is forwtten in the corrmon danger. The result is a wholly chanzed Englang
with o new civilisatinn founded on a real brotherhocd slowly emer=ing
frem chaos, jup, —eresford nakes everything seen pessible, but his vision
of the future is not strikingly different from those which other novelistis
have =zivern us hefeore. o HEe A

LR L ] BT
Same nther hroks published renehiiy are "The S}ewtape Letters® by C.5.le=
wis (Dles 5/-), and “Lagkness and the Lizht" by W. Olaf Stapleden (liothw
uen 7/6), another that Holand Ferster inforns ue abcut is a British odi=
tion of "The Passionate Witch". the last wcrk of Thorne Smith's, left une
finished at his death and now connluded by liorman Latscn.
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"TATES OF WONDER" SUCCUMBS AT LAST says Editor Gillings

Readers will remember that our last bulletin from Wally Giliings anent
the masazine he has piloted so faithfully throudh the vissisitudes of +he
last four years, menticned that World's Work Lid; the publishers, had
unsuccessfully applied to the Paper Contrel feor permission to use papar
allowed for Tales of Weonder in others of their publications. Now howevey
Wally regretfully writes as followwe

"I've heard from World's Work thal as a resuly of another appsal +o
the Paper Control they nhave;, apparently. Zwt pernmissicn to safesuard
their mazazines “Short Stories"and "Weai' at the. expence of Plystery
Storieg” "War Adtentures" and “Tales of Wonder', Or, as they puy iy, the
cnly periodicals they may publish while the war lasts are the two month-
lies, and the three-guarterlies aave to be discontinued.

Which msans that, after the 15th isaus; cdue ocut shortly; there will
be no further igsues of T.o0-W.,; at least for the duration. For they do
hold cut hope cf heing adble tc take up the rmag where we have left it,
when peace conmeés again. Lut, of course, cne never Knowe , o o

Sc that is that: It sesms that nothing can save us now, for the Mi=-
racle which has kept us surviving is abcut played out; and this decision
is definite. Ah, well! They can't say the thingz wasn't a success, or that
it died a natural death~--nr went into suspended animation veluntarily.
And we can still share ths publishers' hope that it may yet see the
1i at cf day azmin, when it may he able tc dec better in every way. For
rmyself, I'm not tco disappeinted, because it's somethinz of a releif not
tc have to 70 on struzdling to brinz it cut under circumstances which
hind one hand & foct as far as prcper develcpment of it is concerned."

WEI™D TAIES liessrs Gerald G. Swan Ltd., who have already issued two nos
REPRINT of "Yankee Science Fiction" in their series of Yankee Shorts
have decided to publish an English Edition of "Weird Tales".
The first issue is now on the stands and ccntents are as follows.
"Seven Seconds of Eternity" - Robert H. Leitfred, "The Valley of the Un-
dead" - Helen Weinbaum, "Heart of Atlantan" - Nictzin Lyalhis, "Sea Zorn"
- Edmond Hamilton and cne cf H. Ledford Jones!' 'Adventures of a Profess-
icnal Corpse” besides a couple- of posms by waisie Nelson. There ig z blue
and white reprcduction of a Weird Tales cover but no interiocr illustrat-
iens. Continuatinn Is hoped for butvwill be dependent on the sudcess of
this issue,

T T was foiled entirely by unpropiticuve circumstances. Exic Hep-
kins found himaelf unable to met a pass, John Lorgan, we are sorry tc say
got himself confined to bed with a nasty cold {we sympathise,; we have one
tced whilst Ribn Lane of Manchester managed to be sitting an exam in Lon-
don., Roland Forster did manaze to spend a weekend with us thousgh,; and we
talked an talked and-talked. Saturday morning a systematic hcokhuni tcok
up the time till dinner but 'twas the only excursion managed. John lcrzan
did manzse a wisit earlier cn in the menthe.

Fans in the lMidlands may find themselves wvisited at some time in
the near future by Jchn F. Burke who has now been noved fron Boston to
Dudley, Worcester and is apparently likely to remain there for about 9
rnonths. And Signalman Youd, Chrisi{topher Samivel, is now at Trowbridae,
Wilts. Dave licIlwain and Reland Forster have now net at Cranwell.
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THIS ISSUE is dedicated tc Edward J. Carviell, whc has provided the cover
shests used for the mejcrity of the edition, We thank you, Ted. We also
thank him fcr SANDUS OF TIME ENCLOSEL WITH THIS(whecops, sorry) Fide; and
deeply re et that wezhave descended tec a sinzle sheet - that is if you
den't ccunt the Bulletin on the other side cof this sheet. Buck up, cneor
twe of yru, puleese! Varicus bric-a-brac which has made its way here fram
the States is distributed with Fide, Thanks zr tc Forry ackerman as per
usual, to Julius Ungsr fer 50 ccpies of Fantasy Ficticn Field ccmplete
with preview cover-phnto, and to Lert Castellari for the contimed arri-
val of his Futurian Qbserver. And whilst we thank the half dozen cf so
pecple who have refunded excess postaze on their enclosures, we weuld
like cthers to follow their example. After all, the fanzines are cc=sting
yru nothing. Subscripticns expirinz with this issue are those of A.Slconm
J.lcrzan, R.E.Feclkes, H.S.W.Chibhett, L.J.Johnson, G.Ellis, S.A.Be=ch,a.
Gasccinne, Prompt renewal is 2 definite help tc Fido. Thankse

ZENITH February 1942, number frour ¥eeps up the gond work of its predec-

egsnrs. The mamzine will be creating a lemend for forthesming
fan zeneraticns fer it rust now have reached the ultimate in mimec zraph
possibilities in producticn and format. 'Twculd be outstanding enoush in
ordinary tirmes, but nowadays 'tis little short of the miraculous. I have
been watchinz the Yank fanpress to see what they say on meeting Zenith;
which puts so many of their efforts to shame, but the cnly corment I've
come acress sc far is by Harry Jenkins in his FAPA pub. JINX who says
“the artwork is scmething that rust be raved about. Oozle bizzle bop!"
Contents this issue are by A.C.Clarke, C.S.¥Youd, J.F.Burke and laricn
Badie, tosether witha nother Liorpthy Liortnm poerm whilsi Bob Gibson (our
tame Canadian Sojer) reveals himself as & humourous artist. As usual
Harry's drawings are superlative, (H.Turner,4l Lonzford Place,hancheateg

14

Adverts D.Houston, 142 ardinston Road, Ncitthampton, has for sale some is-
sues of Wonder Stories, hov 33-Apr 36, bar odd ones & 1/- & TWS 36 - 39
bar 1 cr 2 ¢ 6d. larvel Nov38,Feb,apr,iuc 39 « 6d; AmS feb37,%ul39 « 6d.
gome 6de bocks; Princess,Gods,Warlord & chessmen of liars, Pellucidar &
Burn Witech 3Burn ¢ 9de; various Wells; and Jovial Ghosts - Smith @ 3/-

li3020 Gnr Gibson WR,RH2,11th Cdn Ariny F1ld Rest RCA, Canadian Army
Enqland wants stf stories that have been published in such masgs as Strand
Pearscns,Windsor,Idler,;Royal,B3lackwoods,Chanbers,Passing Shew,Chums, etc.
If ycu have such mazazines with stf tales in them drcp hinm a line.

NOTHER 300K "The Lote Upon the Watter" hy Joseph Stamper pe. Hudchin-
REVIEW sons 7/6, 1933, It is an ocut =nd out fantasy of a rather
unusual type. The auther is havina somé srand fun with hin-
self, and incidentally 7zettinz rid of a few repressicns. Not being a su-
cess with the ladies in ordinary life, he uses hids imazination to const-
ruet a "bote" wherein he sets sail with six maidens of his own choice,
whom he has kidnapped and concerning whom his intentions are most dis-
koncurable, The ship is equipped with two remarkable modern conveniences
a time machine attadhment so that any era can be chosen and an "atom re-
distributor" which remakes the craft accordinsg to requirements. Gocd !!
Can anybody tell me anything about "Song of Renny" (quiet Lir Rennison)
by Liaurice Hewlett., Fantasy or not? It certainly mentions a "Lanceihlot"



LRITISH FANTASY FAN FEDERATION Prelininary Dulletin w=-- T
First Results of Questionnnaire Distributed with “"FIDO®

Thou<h quite an amount of enthusiasm has been displayed vregardinsg the socc~
iety, the rather disappcinting number of cnly 16 replies have been receiv-
ed to date (March 9th). We hrpe many rnore will come in scone

In general the answers tc the questinns asked will be used as a muide
for the ~roup who get the scciety intc active being. wut here ig a resume.
Title voting was Dritish Fantasy Fan Federation 6, Futurian Society of GO
Z, Dritish Fantasy Society 5; which is scarcely conclusive and latecomers
may alter this first result.

12 people are in favour of fundraising by "taxation" and 2 are againstt
and the suzzested annual limit runs the garmut from 3/- to "the sky" with a
mean of about 8/6.

Tests or other gualificaticns for membership are out. 8 against to b5
in favour, those azainst being most definite.

12 to0 O in favour of a "Bulletin", ditto that it should be distribut-
ed with FIDO.

Other interesting points are that 7 people with scme time available
have been discovered, b typewriters are presumably at cur gservice and one
person is azminst the idea of an advisory board tc lnok after the scclety.

Three distinet points od controversy have been raised upon which I
should like to dilate. Viz ..

(a) Possible friction after the war with the Science Fiction Association
which will be revived then., Corments, don't want or intend to hurt this
srzanisation, agree ther= is no room for two societies in Britain. BFFF
vas succested as a wartime measure and this can be stressed. Sensibles the-

ns ig to incorporate BFIF ( if there is something worth incorporating)
with the SFA when this starts but that is not up to us. Suzgest a wind-up
Convention for the BFFF co-inciding with a revival Convention for the SFA
Liearwhile sufficient for the day is the evil thereif,

(b) There are obviously two distinct sroups of fans, those mainly conw=
templative at the moment, and more-or-less merely wishing to remain in
touch; and thnse who desire to he active and develope all sorts of help-
ful and interesting schermes despite the many difficulthes which crop up
nowadays. This is an awkward impasse; and I suzgzest that the first thing
the Advisory Board consider is the possibility of two classes of members
ship, Both of which will pay the entrance fee and a srnall annual contribw-
ution but those wishinsz to take part in the various schemes would pay the
taxation dues" their activities would necessitate. For the nonce only {8
entrance fee should be payable.

(c) Officials; W hat seems to me a sensible suggestion is that the tzio
of executive officers should consist of President, Director and Secretary
thus abolishinz the office of Vice-President,
weribership Iist sc far; addresses will he given at same future date.

1. JuRosenblum, 2. Terence Overton 3. Jack » " -~ panks 4, John Lorzan
5, Julian Parr A. LUouzlas Webster 7. RJSilburn 8. LUonald Houston 9., “dwin
wacdnnald 10. Dennis Tucker 11l. WR (bob ) Gibson 12. Lerek Gardiner 13, Roy
Jochnson 14 Jack Gibson 15, Lenald Raymond Snith 16- C.Roland Forsteds

Special licte

When people make suzzestions for, or corments about the
BFFF, will they please do so on a aeparatfé sheet of paper to that on wh=
b~h other topics are dealt with. This is sc that aspecial file of matter
uealinz with the society can he kept.



